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THE SENSE OF BEAUTY

THERE is one difficulty which stands at the
threshold of dealing with the sense of beauty
so as to give it due importance and pre-
ponderance, and that is that it seems with
many people to be so frail a thing, and to
visit the mind only as the last grace of
a mood of perfect serenity and well-being.
Many people, and those not the least thought-
ful and intelligent, find by experience that
it is almost the first thing to disappear in
moments of stress and pressure. Physical
pain, grief, pre-occupation, business, anxiety,
all seem to have the power of quenching it
instantaneously, until one is apt to feel
that it is a thing of infinite delicacy and
tenderness, and can only co-exist with a
tranquillity which it is hard in life to secure,
The result of this no doubt is that many